
 

SEARCHING / BROWSING THE TOPIC 60,000 WORDS  (see video) 

In COCA and iWeb, users can browse through a list of the top 60,000 words in the corpus (these are the only large, carefully 

corrected frequency lists of English). The small extracts below show samples of words at three different frequency bands: near 

5,000 (i.e. the 5,000th most frequent word in the corpus), 25,000, and 45,000.  

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eP0RvreiXT4&ab_channel=MarkDavies


For each word, there is a link to a “home page” for that word (see below), audio, video, images, and translations, such as for the 

word gasket in the rank order lists above. 

Home page (partial view) 

 

Images and videos (external links) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Translation (Google Translate: Baidu in China) 

 



Searching the list 

You can also search through the top 60,000 words (lemmas) in ways that are not possible via any other corpus website. You can 

search by word form, such as words with *break* (note: these and the following results just provide a few of the results): 

 

 

You can limit by rank order (#1-60,000), as in the results from the three frequency bands on the first page. You can search by 

part of speech, such as words near #12,000 that are adjectives: 

 

You can search by pronunciation, such as words rhyming with ballet that have two syllables and that are accented on the second 

syllable (this is particularly useful for English, where there are sometimes many spellings for a given sound): 

 

 

You can search by word meaning, such as synonyms of groan (v): 

 



Or more general words (for example, shriek) or more specific words (such as specific types of toys) 

 

 

Perhaps most useful is the ability to search by words in the definition, such as words whose definition have both the words 

computer and device: 

 

Finally, you can combine any of the above. For example, you might be thinking of a verb starts with s*, has two syllables, and 

has the word walk in the definition: 

 

 

The following would be some results: 

 

English-Corpora.org has the only corpora that 1) have carefully corrected frequency lists for tens of thousands of words (more 

than 60,000 words), and that allow you to browse through and search these words, based on a wide range of criteria. All of this 

allows you to find “just the right word”, in ways that are not possible anywhere else. 

 


