English-Corpora.org: a brief overview

A corpus (plural: corpora) is simply a highly structured collection of texts, which allows researchers to carry out extremely
sophisticated searches to see what is happening in the language (for example between genres, dialects, and over time) in ways
that would never be possible with other simple search engines like Google. Corpora also allow learners and teachers to easily
find a wide range of data on words, phrases, and grammatical constructions — far beyond what would be found in a textbook or

dictionary.
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The corpora from English-Corpora.org are used more than
any other corpora — with more than 85,000 users each month.
Limited, basic access is free, but hundreds of universities have
purchased academic licenses for expanded access, especially
by classes. The corpora are used by:

> Tens of thousands of researchers from universities
throughout the world, for thousands of publications

> Hundreds of thousands of learners and teachers

> Many companies, especially in the fields of technology (e.g.
Google, Microsoft, Amazon, IBM, Adobe, Intel, Samsung), as
well as language teaching (e.g. Duolingo, Grammarly,
Merriam-Webster, Sketch Engine, Oxford University Press)

The corpora from English-Corpora.org (especially the one billion word Corpus of Contemporary American English; COCA) are the
focus of almost every book on corpora and language teaching in the last 10-15 years (examples: 1 2 3 4 5).

Teachers and learners can search for words 8 by word form, part of speech, frequency (1-60,000), meaning (for example,
words in a definition), synonyms, more specific or more general words, and even pronunciation.

Word form ’—‘ o RANK FREQ | Word Pos. Audio Video Image
2448 33519 cake NOUN (-] ® (]
Meaning sugar + DEFINITION SYNONYM SPECIFIC [ GENERAL
2819 28147 chacolate NOUN Q ® &=
© You can now search for words by meaning. For example, words with the following words in the definition: sugar,
[-] for the dictionary entry, e.g. herb OR herbs (herb® would include the perhaps unwanted herbivore as well), compi o 2987 | candy NI ) ® =
search by synonym (noun: festival, disaster; adjective: harsh, kind; verb: groan, laugh), find more specific words (nou
words (frisbee, tequila; shriek, sashay) (both for just nouns/verbs), or combine these (e.g. walk, scare, screen, crystal
6323 8248 cane NOUN [+] ® (]
Part of speech G NOUN | VERB ADV OTHER
Range - 9361 4193 glucose NOUN [+ ] ® (]
Pronunciation Rhymes with l:l Type |ExacT 9778 3858 cocoa NOUN Q ® ]
Syllables / stress 000000000 9824 3818 sweet NOUN Q ® o]
Show all words | | Reset
_ 10353 3483 sweetness NOUN [«] ® (]
. . <
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mmune, infection, disease, vaccine, infect, virus, prosecute, outbreak, induce
proceedings, allege, eg, antibody, epidemic, tribe, flu, prosecution, suppress, 1
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And then they can see detailed “word sketches” for
each of the top 60,000 words in English, including
definition, frequency by genre (for example, academic or

NOUN privilege, herd, challenge, idol, prosecutian, doctrine, tax, vaccine

VERB  grant, win, enjoy, boost, develap, protect, acquire, entitle

spoken), synonyms, more specific and more general
words, collocates (nearby words), related topics (which
appear anywhere in the text), clusters (2, 3, 4 word

AD) sovereign, diploematic, natural, absolute, qualified, hidden, intergoverr
[&] @ YouGlish PlayPhrase Yarn
. ADV  naturally, expressly, ie, vivo, facially, constitutionally, qualitatively, une
@ ES: Google WordRef Reversa Linguee .
RELATED WORDS

SYNONYMS ( » CONCEPT)
exemption | exemption, freedom, immunity, liberation, liberty

invulnerability| freedom, immunity, invulnerability, protection
protection | invulnerability, protection, resistance

NEW: DEFIN +SPEC +GENL

immune, immunization, immunize

strings), concordance lines, and links to external
resources like dictionary entries, pronunciation, images,
videos, and translations to 100+ languages.
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https://www.english-corpora.org/
https://www.english-corpora.org/pdf/english-corpora.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/variation.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/
https://www.english-corpora.org/users.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_licenses_current.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/academic_license.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/researchers.asp
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=8-LRgUIAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/
https://www.amazon.com/Guide-Corpora-English-Language-Learners/dp/1474427170
https://www.amazon.com/Corpus-Linguistics-English-Teachers-Friginal/dp/1138123099/
https://www.amazon.com/Corpora-Language-Classroom-Cambridge-Education-ebook/dp/B004YXTOOC/
https://www.amazon.com/Using-Corpora-Language-Learning-Classroom/dp/0472033859/
https://www.english-corpora.org/teaching_english_with_corpora.asp
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/browse.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/help/word-sketch.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu3Ry6es9Y4&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.english-corpora.org/language-learning.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__G2PG46180&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fZjGpD1qnE&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuQhb6G0Tco&ab_channel=MarkDavies

——— prew———  Students can enter entire texts that they have
e RANGE Low FREQ LGl written, and then quickly and easily highlight phrases in
1658 waRos : 21simuniy : the text to find related phrases 3 in coca, which will
allow them to edit their writing to make it sound more

CLICK ON ANY WORD BELOW FOR A FULL WORD SKETCH

3

brand stunningly

the country,infecting e o optimismin1o ¢ e R el natural.
fumbling pandemic Millions to gett : s, t i L . .

steady drumbea o <55 hospfalizations : v g8 They can also enter entire texts from the Web, to find
Sl T MR T e # the keywords in the text (to understand better what it's
Pk T SR about), and also click on any word or phrase & in the

N N ed ifelong, mutate, sal, va cor Ci . . . .
I e ey ORI ONIECE  text to see a wide range of information, such as in the

The US epel .
herd immunity. 2 threshold v re vulnerable ympto a ’, ‘ ge\?e\r_\p‘ des "Word SketCheS" SEC‘L‘IOn abOVe.

vaccinated childhood, circulate, circulating, differences,

Writing (assisting non-native writers and speakers, including professors writing for publication)

Thousands of professors (from a wide range of academic fields) use the corpora on a regular basis, to help improve their writing
and edit papers for publication. This is because the corpora provide information on “nuances” in English that aren’t available in
standard dictionaries or style guides.

To give a simple example, the following chart (left) from COCA shows that the word seldom (as in “they seldom go there anymore”)
is used much more in formal genres like academic, and that it is decreasing in frequency over time. The data from the 325 million
word TV Corpus (right) also shows that seldom is decreasing over time, and that it is much more common in British English than
in American English. In other words, in American English seldom sounds very formal, quite old-fashioned, and somewhat British.
Again, this is the type of data that a dictionary or style guide could probably never provide.

BLOG ‘ WEB ™VIM SPOK ‘ FIC MAG NEWS ACAD 1990-94 199599 2000-04 2005-09 2010-14 2015-19 | 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s US/CA UK/IE
BO9 1168 215 378 1449 1605 1173 1765 1703 1372 1146 1013 809 542 88 82 124 191 369 236
128.6 1243 1281 126.1 118.3 126.1 121.7 119.8 1211 125.2 1246 1231 1233 122.8 15.0 315 87.5 1724 265.8 532
6.29 9.40 1.68 3.00 12.25 12.73 9.64 1473 14.06 10.96 9.20 8.23 6.56 442 5.86 2.60 142 1.1 1.39 4.44
a lot of NOUN several NOUN Or suppose that someone is writing an
R I IR v e e e [P Boc | wes | Tww | sox | Re | was | news | acb | gcademic paper, and she wants to know which
31754 22676 31039 82365 11015 19548 27185 3537 21534 24727 4023 15313 17372 26951 29036 30919 ’
| 1286 124.3 1281 126.1 | 183 126.1 1217 119.8 128.6 1243 1281 126.1 1183 126.1 1217 119.8 sounds more formal _a IOt OfNOUN or Several
246.90 | 18250 | 24235 | 65299 | 93.09 | 15503 | 22330 | 2953 167.43 | 19%.00 | 31.41 121.40 || 14682 | 21374 | 23850 | 25811 NOUN |n IeSS than one Second She can Search
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academic writing.

And finally, suppose that someone wants to know which synonyms of

|

§f;gf;ﬂ§§j;‘§§?w } strong sound better with argument in academic English. Strong
POWERFUL ARGUMENT 148 BBl argument is possible, but compelling argument or powerful argument
PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT 137 31 ‘ . . . . .
CREAT ARGUMENT . L | are also common in academic English, while great argument or solid
SOLID ARGUMENT 54 s | argument is common in less formal English (like on the web). The
E;T;E‘f;ﬁﬂ”::iNT ;9 F} writer can click on any of these phrases to see the phrase in context.

1 11991 ACAD TheologStud @ &® Q canbe brought to bear in examining conflicting goals: " It remains a compelling argument against a proposed cognitive aim if the primary theories

2 1996 ACAD Bioscience @ @ Q  codes also mention obligations to superiors and funders. Nevertheless, there is a compelling argument for scientists to recognize the greater goo

3 1994 ACAD ArmedForces Q@ Q detailed public case dismissing the alleged new Soviet threats: " The underlying and compelling argument " was " fully understood and never fully

4 | 2016 ACAD Political Research Q @ & Q wmartin and Vanberg 2011; Thies 2001). # Comparative research provides a compelling argument that parties participating in multiparty governme

5 2000 ACAD AmerindianQ Q@ Q concerning the " facts of the case. " # The exclusivists' most compelling argument against the comparability of the two acts of genocide has been i

6 | 1997 ACAD AfricaToday @ @ Q1o these mobile landscapes of group identity as " ethnoscapes " and makes a compelling argument for a new cosmopolitan ethnography to unrav

7 11998 | ACAD | ScandinavStud @ @ Q  now and then. # On the one hand, we have Systembolaget's compelling argument to convince the public. On the other, we have knowledge abou

In summary, the corpus data allows non-native speakers and writers to easily and quickly examine the frequency and use of
words, phrases, and grammatical constructions in ways that are not possible anywhere else, including any other online corpora.


https://www.english-corpora.org/help/analyze-text.pdf
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684314
https://www.english-corpora.org/tv/
https://www.english-corpora.org/tv/?c=tv&q=116629786
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684321
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684323
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684333
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/?c=coca&q=116684333
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TESxsywQOo&ab_channel=MarkDavies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCR4tOTW3eI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT9LtdDKq30

Research

As mentioned, the corpora from English-Corpora.org provide a much wider range of searches (and are much faster and easier to
use as well), which has resulted in thousands of academic articles that are based on the corpora. At the most basic level, users

can see the frequency of words or phrases by section — as with genres in COCA K} (see above, with =strong argument), or time
period in COHA K| (475 million words of historical English), or dialect in GloWbE K| (two billion words from 20 countries).

COHA: ADJ society GloWbE: *ism
NI Ee
AMERICAN SOCIETY 1382 ASOIETN 147 | 105 | 166 157 | 124 Nl TOURISM
HUMAN SOCIETY 817 ERITICISM 6arss 35 3646 | 15809 ?
TERRORISM 42215 1912 6845 732 2102 882
MODERN SOCIETY sos Wl 3
JOURNALISM 41483
ROYAL SOCIETY 540
CAPITALISM 37344
/1 |
CIVIL SOCIETY 525 aaciom e
GOOD SOCIETY 388 BUDDHISM 21816 310 1437
MEDICAL SOCIETY 3s2 AUTISM — T
GREAT SQCIETY 347 SOCIALISM 6 792 oLV
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 338 OPTIMISM 2950 | 1251 3767
CIVILIZED SOCIETY 318 NATIONALISM 1a400 ] 1523 | 880 3053 1022 ss1 270 | 1033 [REEDS

Researchers can also see the overall frequency of a word, phrase, or grammatical construction, as with the “like construction”
(and he’s like, no way”) in COCA and GIoWbE in the charts below. Hundreds of papers on syntactic variation and change have
been published — based on data from the corpora from English-Corpora.org — have been published in the last 10-15 years.

COCA: genres and time periods since 1990 GloWbE: 20 English-speaking countries
BLOG | WEB | TwM | SPOK | FIC MAG | NEWS | ACAD 199094 | 199599 | 200004 | 200509 | 2010-14 | 201519 s [ ca| o E | A | Nz | W K [Pk | B0 | sa | mv | pH | mk | 2a | N6 | GH | ke | Tz | M
329 263 | 2257 | 3156 126 699 294 45 140 393 639 1145 1780 2581 897 | 264 | 599 | 95 | 163 | 63 | 51 2 | 22 | 0 | ee | 38 | a7 | 2 | 3@ | 57 [ @ 4 | 3 | 54
1286 | 1243 | 1281 1261 1183 | 1261 1217 | 1198 1211 1252 1248 1231 1233 1228 3868 | 1348 | 3876 [ 1010 | 1482 | 814 | 964 | 466 | 514 | 395 | 430 | 416 | 432 | 405 | 454 | 426 | 388 | 411 | 352 | 396
256 212 17.62 2502 1.06 5.54 324 038 116 314 513 931 14.43 21.03 232 196 | 155 [ 084 | 170 | 077 | 053 | 026 | 043 | 051 161 | 081 109 | 054 | 086 | 1.34 | 1.06 | 083 | 094 | 136
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And in the NOW Corpus, they can even see the frequency by year, month, and day. (NOW grows by about 5-7 million words each
day.) For example, researchers could see the frequency of fake news increases markedly right after the US elections on 8
November 2016. No other corpus provides this level of detail, and that is why researchers have used the NOW Corpus to look
at a wide range of phenomena > ] including politics, economics, entertainment, and other cultural and societal shifts.

fake news |n 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 16-09 16-10 16-11 16-12 16-11-08 | 16-11-09 | 16-11-10 | 16-11-11 ‘16-11-'\2 16-11-13 | 16-11-14| 16-11-15
HTR 89 95 4887 25776 29398 69 81 1697 2811 7 8 56 61 17 59 130 188
18.1 billion word
429.4 512.5 1,531.3 1,746.5 1,569.1 146.8 151.9 145.8 141.7 5.5 5.2 5.2 59 5.0 45 4.7 43
NOW Corpus

0.21 0.19 319 14.76 18.74 0.47 0.53 11.64 19.83 1.3 1.5 10.8 103 34 13.2 27.8 43.6

(updated daily with

5-7 million words D
of new data) - | D — — |

Researchers can even see the frequency of collocates (nearby words) in different genres, time periods, and dialects. This can
signal differences in meaning or usage, such as with gay changing from “happy” to “sexual orientation” in COHA (historical), or
changing collocates of food in the 1800s and 1970s-2010s. Similar searches can compare meaning in genres (such as in COCA) or
in different countries (GIoWbE). All of this allows researchers to carry out one fast, simple search to see a wide range of
information on culture and society, and this data has resulted in hundreds of academic papers on these topics.

COHA: collocates of gay, 1820s-2010s COHA: ADJ food, 1800s (left) vs 1970s-2010s (right)
1820/ 1830 1840 1850|1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960|1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 SEC 1 (1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, 186...): 129,254,741 WORDS SEC 2 (1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010): 162,104,741 WORDS

GAY 216 1 SPIRITUAL FOOD 26 1 1 FASTFOOD 281 0
RIGHTS 216 2 MENTAL FOOD 27 2 2 CHINESE FOOD 221 0
MARRIAGE 205 3 COARSEFOOD 25 2 3 REAL FOOD 10 1
BRIGHT 185 4 INTELLECTUAL FOOD 20 0 4 MEXICAN FOOD 96 ]
FLOWERS 154 5 LGHTFOOD 12 1 5 AMERICAN FOOD 68 1
LAUGH £ | 6  UNWHOLESOME FOOD 18 [ 6  FREEFOOD 78 0
GRAVE s 7 CHOICEST FOOD " 1 7 ITALIAN FOOD 77 0
COLORS 125

- w0 8  DAINTY FOOD 16 0 8 ORGANIC FOOD 67 0
T . 9 INSUFFICIENT FOOD 18 2 9 CANNED FOOD a4 1
el o | 10 WHOLESOME FOOD 62 7 10 LOCAL FOOD 56 0
SRILLIANT 2 11 DALY FOOD 93 " 11 FROZEN FOOD 52 0
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Virtual corpora 3. A feature that is extremely useful for both researchers and language learners is the ability to create custom-
designed “corpora within a corpus”. These Virtual Corpora can be created with just a few clicks in just a few seconds, and can
then be used anytime in the future.

P For example, users can create Virtual Corpora based on a given word or phrase (for example,
hypoglycemia, investments , basketball, or nuclear energy), or based on information about the texts (for

example, works by a particular author, or subtitles from a given TV show, or related Wikipedia entries, or

something as complex as articles from the Guardian newspaper in England from 1 Sep 2015 — 31 Dec

2015, with refugees in the title).

createcorpus  IN less than one second, the corpus will create a “Virtual Corpora” of these texts, even in corpora like

editcorrora  NOW, which have tens of millions of texts in more than 18 billion words of text.

Texts/Virtual | Sort/Limit Optic

HELP (J WEBSITE TEXT #WORDS #HITS ¢ RELEVANCE $  PER MILLION WORDS
1 DIABETES.ORG HOW TO AMELIORATE THE PROBLEM OF HYPOGLYCEMIA IN INTENSIVE 6286 123 195673 [ ]
ASWELL ...
2 GBHEALTHWATCH.COM THE FACTS ABOUT HYPOGLYCEMIA. - GB HEALTHWATCH 3129 107 34,196.2 ]
3 DIABETESSELFMANAGEMENT.COM  HYPOGLYCEMIA SYMPTOMIS - DIABETES SELF-MANAGEMENT 3640 77 211538 [
4 DIABETESINCONTROL.COM DIABETIC EMERGENCIES: HYPOGLYCEMIA CAUSED BY INSULIN, PART 3 2674 62 231862 [ ]
5 DIABETESINCONTROL.COM PRACTICAL DIABETES CARE, 3RD ED., EXCERPT #1: DIABETES IN THE ... 6065 60 9,892.8 Ol
6 ENCOGNITIVE.COM HOW SWEET ITIS? | ENCOGNITIVE.COM 3447 59 171163 [
= - ALAMERIA FAN AVEDNACE AC ADRAL ANTINIADCTIA MERIAATIANC ANP INCHITIN T 2017 124 ce 1non7 7 [

And users can then search within these Virtual Corpora. Or, in just 1-2 seconds more, they can extract keywords, such as these
words from a [hypoglycemia] Virtual Corpus from the 14 billion word iWeb corpus:

HYPOGLYCEMIA [277,654 WORDS, 300 TEXTS] VERB AD] ADV N+N ADJ+N [ALL VIRTUAL CORPORA] SAVE LIST
HELP ENTRY SAVE  WORD (CLICK FOR CONTEXT) FREQ # TEXTS + SpPECIFIC = ENTIRE CORPUS EXPECTED
TRANSLATE ALL ENTRIES FREQ EVI TEXTS
1 <A HYPOGLYCEMIA 3636 300 12,243.6 14,974 0.3
2 <A GLUCAGON 350 78 3,494.6 5,050 0.1
3 A UNAWARENESS 109 41 2,366.9 2,322 0.0
4 <A HYPERGLYCEMIA 160 63 1,576.3 5118 0.1
5 <X GLUCOSE 2416 255 791.6 153,883 3.1
6 A INSULIN 2240 237 633.1 178,395 3.5

This is very useful for non-native speakers who are studying, for example, aeronautical engineering or molecular biology or
corporate law, and who just need to find out about the language of that narrow domain.

Other tools and features. There are many other features that cannot be fully described in this short overview. For example, just
two of these are 1) the ability to create personalized word and phrase lists 8, to save words and phrase for further study,
including grouping by topic, and 2) extensive links from the corpora to external resources B8, such as images, videos,
pronunciation, translations, and so on.

Downloadable data. In addition to accessing the corpora via the online web interface, users can also download corpus data for
use on their own computer. This includes full-text data, and word frequency, n-grams (word strings), and collocates data. This
data has been used extensively by many technology-related companies, and it has also served as the backbone for thousands of
academic publications.

In summary, the corpora from English-Corpora.org are (by far) the most widely used corpora in existence. Hundreds of
thousands of researchers, teachers, and students use the online corpora every year, and many universities throughout the
world have purchased academic licenses that provide expanded access to the corpora.

For more information, please contact us at admin@english-corpora.org.
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